"FOR Tie 


; - & 
Wy os a” 
#1 v.52 Y £ 4 : 4 . V4 5 
= a - v" » - 
Ns - l f . Oo 4 l 4 
, bs "£4 þ < =z 


AND 


hika of G 


WHOM 


He bath yet preſerved to veandhels Tell 
mony in and our the City "1" | 


LON D ON; 


To Wrom, 


This i is. a Teſtimony of the as Love, and. © 
tender care which flowes forth, and is exten. © {> 
ded towards them, and all tender hearts who. F - 
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ire concerned inthe like Suffering, Tp hes 
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This is an Epiſtle for the zemnant of Friends, and 
Choſen of God, whom he bath yet preſerved 
to bear their Teſtimony in and about the City 
of London, &*c. ONE 


My dearly Beloved Friends, Brethren and Sifters, 
(0) among whom my Soul hath travelled and ſuffer> 
ed for the Afﬀflicted's ſake, and whole burthens 
and tryals are ill with me in Spirit, as alſo che 
Tenderneſs, care, and freeneſs of - Spirit that has appe 
among you towards the afflited and harmleſs ſufferers, 
' who have,bcen led and driven ,as ſheep to the ſlaughter 
for the witneſs of Jefus, and of a good Conſcience. -:Qhz 
dear hearts feel- my life and render bowels towards you. _....' 
all in the ſpiric and unity 'of true love and faith of the * -_ 
EleR ſeed, wherein life and dominjonis felt, by all-thas © © 
wait patiently upon the Lorin true ſubjeRionto kigmer- 4 
nal Power and Councel in all the Exerciſes, myals.and '' |. - 
hardſhips that the Righteous Seed is beſat withal, «that ©. © 
being thoro «ly tried it may come forch as Gold thogows 
ly refined ; and the Righteous who are of this Sred 5 
may through alltheſe things) go anin their way,and ©: 
Innocent and clean in heart may.grow ſtronger and Modis +> + 
ger inthe Lord, that Truth and Righteouſneſs may-for- - _ © 
gever ſhine forth bath among you and all his EleQ to | 
I ne 
the ſufferings of his People, in hi iog 2nd ph- .. 
tience, wherein the ſpirits of bis Choſen ones ite pxes- - 
A 2 __- tile, 
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ciled,and by whichthey {ball overcome,and be morethen 
Conquerours, where ttither/ calamities, diſtreſles, like 
not death ſhall cver be able to ſeparate from that love, 
vertue, life. and glory reycaled and made manifeſt in the 
fairtifal. | 
- And. my dear hearts, the glory and weight of Gods 
- Righteous Teſtimony of life and Salvation, being in his 
light truly and evidently manifeſted in and among you 
you have great cavſc for ever to prize his love and glorifie 
his Name, and ſtick cloſe to him therein, what ever perils, 
trials, oppoſicions, ſufferings, or temptations you-meex 
withal, and to be of 'a conſtant ſpirit, and upright mind 
in the unchangable truth to the Lord God of life,in whom 
your preſervation and ſafety' ſtands, knowing that no 
weight ofaffliQion or ſuffering is comparzbletothe weight 
of life _ Salvation, _ you are called unto, 
. through the Glorious appearance of God's power and 

Goſpel of peace and Salvation , for the ſence and enjoy- 
.- metit thereof doth certainly owt-ballance and far exceed 
__ all the ſufferings and trials of the preſent time though they 
are very many and deep, —© 
"And fo none of you to be difcouraged or ſhaken in 
mind atvthings of this nature, nor becaulc of the ſeemi 
advantage or occafion that the wicked or rebellious a 
efivious ſpirixs, (or ſuch asare prejudiced) do cake againſt 
us becauſc of thar common Calamity and late Morcality 
which bas befallen many of the Righteous as well as the 
fri (asto the ourward man) in this time of ſuch 
a great and univerſal calamity anc forediſtreſs as has been 
upen that City ; tor God's Teſtimony and glory ſhines 
and will ſhine, and break through all theſe clouds of af- 
fiQions, ſufferings; and reproackes which the Mabitation 
- of che Righteous hath been andis encompaſſed with ; yea 
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_ the faithfulneſs, i and {s.of many inoo- 
centLambs in and about that Citytis'never ta be forgorten, 
which ſo greatly did appear and ſhine forth in their faith- 

fully ſanding ro their Teſtimony, and keeping to the 

Truth in tenderneſs of Conſcience and fincerity cowards 

God, who hath called us ro.meer together in his fear,and 

in his everlaſting name and power, and. out'of a real re- 

ſpe to his Glory and righteous cauſe which is-con- 
cern'd in the obedience of his people both in that and all 
other duties or aQs of obedience required by him whoſe 
obedience and ſpiritual worſhip many have nor denyed nox 
declined, neither under the trials which have proceeded 
from-men or under thoſe which came from God-, but. 
whether they have becn liable to-fall into the hands of 

God or men for the proofe of their faith, they. have not 

departed from him, who makes up his Jewels « 

trials and tribulations in all which his Fatherly care is felt, 
and his tender mercy and compaſſion is fcen towards'his 
own as to his own peculiax Off-ſpring and tender babes, 

ſons and ws ene ſhom he —_ and therefore 7% 

chaſtiſeth and tryeth not in anger and fury, but in love; ..” *-* 

fatherly carc and pirty; ſo that whoſe eycs A op-n on; Fo 
true light, andina right mind and ſpirit have thoreughly-* * - 
ighed the ſtate of the ſuffering ſeed amongſt us whichiy 
in the faich of. ,{46r4b4m brought forth in che Inumorral 
power of an codleſs life, conſidering the faickfulneſs ang; 


god! 


plai 
through maya ry 
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3 C4 RL 
regrity tothe laſt, and have imbraced their trials and af- 
_ fittions in Gods tender loye ;- and have had ſuch unity. 
rherewith'that they have been far from either blaſphem 

or curſing Godas the wicked many times have done , _ 
will do when Plagues, woes, torments, and pains ſeize 
open them, but neither Satan nor his Inſtruments have 
rheic evil deſigns or ends an{wered, or fulfilled herein a: 

| the Righteous as the Devil would have had agaioR 
under his affliQion when he fought to make him cutſe 
God mw face, ſo that = Aow—mr - = God and = 
cency of his people (w wt emption of the 
Seoul which is pretious) doth and fhall come over both 
Men-and Devils, in as muchas the Truth is oycr the Devil 
himſelf; (who hath the power of death and darkneſs) even 
tothe confounding and ſtoping their mouths that they all 
who are aRed by the power and ſpirit of enmity and dark- 
neſs m1y be convited, confounded, and left without exs 
ciffe before the Lord God, who will be known to be dear 

-when he judpes. . - 

Yea blefſed for ever be the nameof our G:d who hath 


7 npbn) on prone to ſtand in an evil day over. 
Hell and Death, and the Devil with all his fiery darts and 
fierce mw gurk cpoe hteous,and that theLord hath 
y@ ſpared, and will ſpare a -Remmart to bear his matk and 
-name upon Eaith,and to hold fortha living Teſtimony for 
+ his.plory and praiſe among the ſons of Men, . for which 
my have notloyed their lives unto death, bur dave of- 
bred up their lives 2s divers manifeſtly did in thar City the 
laſt Summer when ſuch a fore Vitt ation and Calamity 
-was upon thar place, wherein divers offered up life and all 
«for therreth, nnd their aMiRed Bretficen and Siſters, for 
_ "whoſe fakes my fool has often been greatly bowed down 
and Mid, and my bowels have earned far them, and 
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my n_adoatby | with conpaiſios 
neſs of 1 that neither life it ſelFtior 2ny ourwardpeivi- 
lege did ſcem tao der to me to refign or offer up forthejx 
ſakes. 
And though when the Sickneſs was fo hot io that City 
and Priſons, fotticof the Perſecutors atthat time dppeated 
cruel, wicked and abomioable inſt the Innotent ro de. 
ſtroy them in theſe Peſt places of Confinemene, 
where both there,and alſo on Shipboard(wherein ſomany 
were confined for Baniſhment) many innocent Lambs laid 
downthcir lives for the witneſs of a good Conſcience: And 
though the wicked may for a time in their wickedtveſs and 
miſchicyous minds be lifted up againſt us to inſult over us 
becauſe of theſe our deep trials, and tho death of ſo many 
innocent perſons either in the Priſons, on , Or 
out of Priſons z. yer their being ſo elevated hardened 
againſt us (who are the People of the Lord) does blitthe .. 
more make for, and further their own deſtraQtios, ruine 
and miſery as —_— I have ſaid and been ſenſible and heir 
Plague torment, and calamity (which flumbers-not)'is -' 
greater and more ſad ns hob that have ey 2 
that common Calamity be 
have dec temadoa heh both = good and » Ss thing 
thoſe _ _—_—_— and remain in their withorn 
taki , itwill prove hd game Plague - - 
nd Jade em rar i who ah che? conliderars & - - 
pr rare ray ger r of of their ſtates arid” + 
onions for astothis particular calamiry or | 
'tis (in itſelf) notrhe worſt of Judgments which : 
hath in ſtore for a finful, provo , odio 
Nation , and Gods coorroverfic 
Nation, nor the viols of his Nifpleaſute « 
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his enemies and perſecmors of his- Seed. tr 
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= Cconlider what «ſore 8& heavy Judgment is it, & whatmilſc- 


ry 'docs icpreſage to many in chis Nation that ſo many in- 
-nocent or Righteous perſons init ſhould be taken away as 
thoſe whomithe world are not worthy of, but ſuch are 

ken away from the evil to come, both from future cala- 
mitt ſet in ſafety for ever from them that have puf- 
fed at chem, and made a prey upon them in their life tice. 

And as for us that yet remain, who fear the Lord, and 
ſtick cloſe tohim always, cycing and ſcring him before us 
in the greateſt of our perils and ſnfferings, we know his 
goodneſs endures for ever,though the mighty and exalted 
of the Exrth boaſt and inſule(fer a time) over us, and the 
more the ſuffering is, the greater is the conſolarion and 
glory co them that continue faithful to the end, 

And what ever concluſions are brought forth againſt 
us either by wicked men, or any who io prejudice turn ay 
gainſt-ns and take occafion from this Mortality(which has 
come upon ſo many Friends inthe time of this grea: Cas» 
lamity) as if it were ina Gods wrath, indignation vr fury 


. apainft the body'of Friends,or any of us who are come tg 


the Communion of the body of Chriſt (which we are 
embers of.) or if any that profeſs the name of the Lord 


- be ſo clouded, byaſſed and prejudiced in their minds as to 


concludethis a fulfilling of ſome ſuch Prophecies of wrath 
and.indignat100 againſt Friends. ſuch ſpirits and cvil ti- 
"dings arc plainly (een, and they to be preſumptuous and 
-no Prophets ſent of the Lord, and therefore cannot make 
usafraid. who confide in the name of our Gad,and inthat 
Jiviog faith wherein oar unity and victory ſtands, our go« 


 nocent life ſtands over them in true Judgment againſt all 


that which among ſome has crept in at unawares rogreate 


 Hevifions& enmity againſt the faithful ſervants or people 


"of God where'tisreceived in any unſtable or brickle pirity 
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And therefore my ſoulſaith, the Lord-rebuke thee oh $a-- 
tan! who envieſt the heritage of: God, why doeſtthou 
ſubtlely preſent thy ſelf amongftthe ſons of God to trou- 
blethe innocenr? cndeavouring with thy fiery darts and 
remprations of this nature to turn them againſt cheirMaker? 
and why docſt thou ſubtlely make uſe of Inſtruments ja 
this thy wicked work-to cffe& thy treacherous deſigns * 
The Lord will rebuke thee by his mighty power ; tor we 
are ſure that where Gods faithful Witneſs ina the Cooſci? 
ance is owned which ought to be judge in the caſe, and 
muſt defide the Controverſie ; We know that does bear 
witneſs with ns and for us, and to the juſtification of all 
the Faithful amongſt us who arereally of Hs, and belong 
tothe ſeed of EleRion; and therefore, will not go out 
trom us, who abide in the truth of 'God which changes 
nor, being of the ſced of Facob, and off-ſpring of 1/raet af- 
rer the Spirit (which is beyond: revolting 1/ael after the 
flcſh) for hercin are we. heirs 'of promiſe, and cthen wha 
ſha!l condemn, conclude, or propheſic wrath where God 
juſtifies, and not bring condemnation upon themſclves 2 
for that Gods love was felt by many under that trial and 
Viſitation which many died in, about thax- City, and 
many were ſenſible of Gods love and favour till the 
very laſt. þ. 
And the life, peace, ſatisfaQtion and comfort thit many 

innocent Fricnds felt, and that ſome expreſs and fignified 
on their Deathbeds 3 Tam a living Wirneſs of, for them : 
Having at (ome times [23 the Lord hath drawn me in his 
LoveJbeen preſent wich many of them when they were 
very low inthe outward Man,and with divers when upon 
their Deathbeds. both in that deſtruRive place of Newgate, 
and ſome other places +. Yea, when forrow and fadneſs 
has leized upon my ſpirit, and =P heart and ſoul has been 


wo 
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2 1 as 
. pierc'd'and wounded when I have ſecn the fad ſufferings 
of ſo many harmleſs' Lambes when they were on their ' 
fick beds in theſe noyſome holes and Priſons : Ycratche 
ſame time having had a deep fence and knowledg of the 
Lords love and care to them in that condition, and having 
truly felt his life and power ſtirring amongſt them : This, 
onthe other hand has refreſht and revived my ſpirit, know- 
iog that Chriſt their Salyation and Redemption was mani- 
feſt toandin them, though in that ſuffering Rate, as they 
have followed and obeyed him through ſufferings and 
tribulations, and fo with ſuch to live was Chriſt in that 
ſtate, and to die was gain z it being through death that the 
Lord had appointed the final deliverance of many from 
the crurltics and rod of their Oppreſſors, and ſo from the 
miſeries and evilsto come. 

And alſo the faithfulneſs; uprigbtneſs, and innocency 
of divers of thoſe that were taken away, and their conſtan- 
cy of Spirit to the Lord, and his living truth, and their un- 
{cigncd love to the Brethren, (by the which, '*twas evident 
they had paſſed from death to life) and what a living and 
faithful Teſtimony they bear for the Lord in their lite 
time, being well known and manifeſt amongſt us, thcir 
Memoriil is truly precious to us, and'never to be forgot- 
ten; and we are [atisficd that they were found worthy for 
the Lord, and the-World was not worthy of them. 

And befides, ſome whom God hath reſtored and raiſcd 
up again, who yet remain alive with -us, who were under 
. the fame trial and fickneſs,catn ceſtifie ro Gods tender love 
to them ; and how freely they were therein by faith given 
vptothe Lord under it in'his love and favour (which they 
partake of) cither ro dic or live as he ſhould be pleaſed to 
"diſpoſe of them, knowing that ſome that were very dear 
tothe Lord, even ſome of his choiſe Jewels and peculiar 
£4 were removed by it, | So 
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So that I muſt ſay what 1 Gy ſeen and felt, that as to' 
the ſtate of fairhful Friends im chis caſe; ſome by faith ac+' 
cording to the will of God were given up and defirous 
rather to die then live, and therein freely imbraced the 
outward affliQion or calamity which was but for a mo- 
ment in compariſon; knowing that to die would bea great 
adyancageand gain tothem, and that thereby they ſhoald- 
be freed from future ſnfferings, burthens; calamiries and 
evils; and their Spirits ſhould acquieſs and reſt in ever- 

- laſting peace, joy and triumph. And others by faith were 
ſimply and fingly given up inthe will of God co die, If he 
ſhould ſo diſpoſe of them, not in themſelves expeRing life 
or recovery, and yet inſo being given up have comerobe 
reſtored asain to cominue longer,bearing their Teſtimony 
amongſt us, having known and felt that in the j'atienceto 
refizn to the w.1l of God in felt-denial, abaſemenr and hu-+ 
mility in their aMiQion and rial, was moſt confiſtant with 
their peace. And again, ſome others of us by faith accor- 
ding to the will of God, have bcen kepr over the diſtemper 
and hitherto preſerved alive ; not for any reſpe& that we 
may #\ſurne to our ſelves in the matter, nor for any realon 
(as I know ) that can be ſhewn for as more then for ſome 
innocent perſons that were taken away, bur that the Lord 
had a reſpeR to his own glory and further ſervicefor him-- 
ſelf which he had for us to do and be imployed/in,and that 
he will preſerve a Remnant #5 he hach decermined cobear/ 
his Name and hold forth his Teſtimony amongſt mer in 
their innocent lives and\holy Corwerations ; f0'as'the' 
glory and praiſe: we give to-rhe Lord, defiring-all of us 
may faithfully ſerve-him-in Godly fear and rrne humility 
the days we'have tofojourn hete gilt we all'miay ever 

his praiſe,in whoſe hayd we are whether we live of kw” 


he makes all things tovrbrk rogerer for go6d40MMcng! 
| B 2 that-- 
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thatlove hin, who arc no offended in him in any of their 
tribulations, or temptations, when the hour of tempration 
is upon all fleſh to cry them that dwell upon the face of the 
earth ; he that has committed- unto us the word of his 
patience who is 1ſrael's Keeper is our preſerver, ſuppart. 
and refuge thorough all theſe things, and he has made us 
co-workers together in one and the ſame ſpirit of faith and 
life, wherein he is obeyed and ſubmitted to'by his faithful 
people and ſervants in their ſeveral ſtates, trials and exer- 
Ciſes,and among whom the various cffecs and fruits of the - 
ſame faith are ſeenand brought forth according to his will, 
-who gives life and preſervation. | 
And now moreover it ſuch as take advantage againſt us 
onthis occaſion aforeſaid, (whether they be open or ſecret 
{ſmiters or enemies) did either rightly or ſeriouſly come to 
weigh their conditions, and let Gods witneſs judge in the 
caſe, they have no caure to boaſt, gloty or inſult oyer us or 
'- agaioſt us, for that they are not their own Keepers, nor is 
their life continucd by their own power , and trow ſoon 
| . their time may be expired, and their judgment overtake 
z-. them they know not, nor how foon their days may be cut 
- ** aſunder; tobe ſwretheir condemnation (lumbers not,who 
| in chepride of their hearts and preſumption of their ſpirirs 
euro againſtthe ſuffering ſeed of God under what profeſſ- 
Y on and pretence.ſocver, though vader pretence of the name 
6. :+" AQ he Lordor profeſſionof therruch 4s (elf, and knowing 
 - * Alothat-maoy. chat wereof, their own ſpirit and principle 
2/*.,, have alſobcenta epomgnng pany calunoky, (tor it 
' .- hasextendedtoallſorrs bath holy.and prophaneNthey have 
: "77 qauſexodread gnd fear heforatbeF@td.aod pot to be high 
' nor preſug: far the. mourh of che boaſter 
Jr | d-alt Beth and carnal reaſon 
gr Gods power Is Over it all, 
peut and 


C13. | 
and Over that which has threatned or brought evil ridings 
agaioſt his 1rae/, for we know theme -- ſpirit that'rurns 
againſt us; and watches for occaſions, and out 
deſtruRion, weuld-have it come to paſs, ſo tobe reck- 
oned a true Prophet , and that is the murtherer that kills 
the poor,the ſame that's in our open enemies, and the fa 
that was in C in againſt his Brother , and he that is in thi 
{pirit or principle of -camity or rejudice, hath no eternal 
- lifeabiding io him, O let this thing be publiſht in the cars. 
of Gods people, and let Friends feel my-innoceat intenti- 
on and end herein; having writthe more of tliis naturefor 
prevention of the cvemy's ſubtlety and temptations of this 
kind, that the tender and weak may not be enſnared there- 
by ; I knowing and having really ſceri how Satan beſets 
ſuch with eem —_ upon thele deeptrials, to undermine 
their hope a et unbelief and 4 deſpattin the minds 
totuxn chem cn and how he makes uſe of: his In- 
firuments in the ſame way to effeR his evil end-againſt us, 
but the Lord will rebuke him and bruiſe him under-the fect 
of his own anointed ſeed and faithful people. 
| And now a commoncalamity or diſtemper as this-which- 
 hasbrought ſuch a great Mortality(as it hath been appoin- 
ted and permitced of the Lord )hasextcnded and opperated 
according to the ſpreading and contagious nature and pro- 
pay othe bodies och 0 ad younggood.and 
een innocent, yeato many that know nottlieir 
right hand from the left ; but the iniquitics and'abomina-/ 
tions of the wicked was the cauſeof Gods angerand diſ- 
pleaſure herein, and the Original cauſe of this Calamity, + 
the - rh agrn ET under their wickedneſs,and the: 
the ou -rry which cauſerti the 
7 uu trown upon ge. F 
forth, and Hevags to oY oe Oy mike 
| ng 
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takin of of goatond meraial menygnd enany imocent 
prong thigh bejn love tothemſclyes, yer ics it judg- 
ment agaigk the other who have innocent blood 
vpoantheir. own heads by their cruelaes and perſecution, 
 andwhoſe hearts are hardened and become cruel and ini» 
placable again Truth and: Righteouſneſs, and. all them 
that walk therein, whoſe ſouls have been daily vexed and 
oppreſſed through the ungodly, and ubchriſtian coverſati- 
on of the wicked. "3 | | 
And God who ſpared not. his own Son, but delivered 
him to ſaffer and to be tumbercd among Tranſgreffors 
bath-10 Lfcand death.and his ſoul to bean Offering forthe 
Offences. of many ; he: alſo./harh given many of his dear 
Children not ably to believe, but alſo ro: ſuffer with hls 
owa Son who bath borne our griefs.and ſorrows,and with 
him he bas (uffexedithemiobe reckoned and numbered a- 
mong, Tra $ both in their life and death; that his 
Followers bear his reproaches and partake of his 
ſufferings, who. made bis Grave with the wicked 2nd with 
the rich in his deaths, and was cftecmcd as ſmitten or plz- 
gued of God, thoughas totheir own conditions it is 2nd 
will be well with the Righteous for ever, having obrained 
witneſs thereof, and-for their juſtification from the Lord 
God,by whoſe Righteous Witneſs it's known and manifeſt 
i {ecxet ip Mens Conſciences, where he viſits in wrath, or 
iſtrib ws/in his anger, zpd "where Ws vifies,” tries, 
or. chaRiles; in love, ; favaur, and tender Mercy; 2nd this 
Witneſsdiſcovers where the guile of fin and diſobedicace 
is, where deceit, treachery, and revolting from cruch is, 
ku fear of: Death, vn which in. 


through the tender fove and favor of Ged wherewith 
their cup 4s'mixcd,- which their implacable cnenjes- and 
perſecutexsſhall drink the dregs of without mixture; now 
the difference. herein of the two ſtates and conditions of 


men is felt and- diſcerned in'the- Invifible, by chat which . 
judgeth not by the fight of rheeye or hearing ofthe car, 


nor barely from the outward appearance of common at- 
flitions (which ſometimes come alike upon all) bur in 
Righteouſneſs and Truth that judgeth, and as it hath been 
-. faid(of concerning the Righteous whoſe ſouls are in 
the hand of God,that inthe ſight of the unwiſe they ſcem- 
cd to die, and their departurt istaken for aniſery, and their 
oing from us to be ſtrugion, but they are in peacey 
the fight of Men, yet is their 


| *. ln oairpl haſt, wt 
y ſinll be ftedrly Wedded; for God proved thenlianiacF; 
and found them worthy forhimſclf as GÞid inthe Furnace = © 


hath he tryed them,and received them as a Burnc-offering, 
&c, Yea ſuch are they who ſhall judge the Nations and 
have dominion over the people, whoſe Lord (that takes 
care for his EleR) ſhall reign for ever, C 

Now my dear Friends and tender hearts commit your 
way to the Lord, and caſt your byrthenvpop hiar, and he 
will bear you up, and ſuſtain you by his own right hand of 
power z and live in the Immortal Sced and ſpiritual Com» 
mntrion where lite and peace is daily received, and your 
mutual Refreſhment and Conſolation ſtands, and wherein 


the Spirits of juſt Men are ſeen and felt , and the life of 


Gods faithful Servants and Martyrs, and ſuch as have fi- 
niſht cheir Teſtimony with joy and peace? is 

in this Spiritual Communion , which reaches 
Viſibles, and is above all mortal and faiding Obje&s or 


6 1» *" i vo x . 
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even. 
all 


Aion and trial that ſuch'meee withat ix ſanGified to them = 
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